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Anyone who pays attention to the popular press knows that the new media will soon make books obsolete.
But predicting the imminent demise of the book is nothing new. At the beginning of the twentieth century,
for example, some critics predicted that the electro-mechanical phonograph would soon make books
obsolete. Still, despite the challenges of a century and a half of new media, books remain popular, with
Americans purchasing more than eight million books each day. In How Books Came to America, John
Hruschka traces the development of the American book trade from the moment of European contact with the
Americas, through the growth of regional book trades in the early English colonial cities, to the more or less
unified national book trade that emerged after the American Civil War and flourished in the twentieth
century. He examines the variety of technological, historical, cultural, political, and personal forces that
shaped the American book trade, paying particular attention to the contributions of the German bookseller
Frederick Leypoldt and his journal, Publishers Weekly.

Unlike many studies of the book business, How Books Came to America is more concerned with business
than it is with books. Its focus is on how books are manufactured and sold, rather than how they are written
and read. It is, nevertheless, the story of the people who created and influenced the book business in the
colonies and the United States. Famous names in the American book trade—Benjamin Franklin, Robert Hoe,
the Harpers, Henry Holt, and Melvil Dewey—are joined by more obscure names like Joseph Glover, Conrad
Beissel, and the aforementioned Frederick Leypoldt. Together, they made the American book trade the
unique commercial institution it is today.
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From reader reviews:

Anthony Hanna:

Within other case, little folks like to read book How Books Came to America: The Rise of the American
Book Trade (Penn State Series in the History of the Book). You can choose the best book if you like reading
a book. So long as we know about how is important a book How Books Came to America: The Rise of the
American Book Trade (Penn State Series in the History of the Book). You can add know-how and of course
you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
examine.

Fatima Leonard:

The book How Books Came to America: The Rise of the American Book Trade (Penn State Series in the
History of the Book) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your
capable more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book How Books Came to America: The Rise of the
American Book Trade (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know
everything if you like wide open and read a guide How Books Came to America: The Rise of the American
Book Trade (Penn State Series in the History of the Book). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Jack Harbin:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take How Books Came to America: The Rise of the American Book Trade
(Penn State Series in the History of the Book) as your daily resource information.

Blake Darden:

This How Books Came to America: The Rise of the American Book Trade (Penn State Series in the History
of the Book) is completely new way for you who has fascination to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having bit of digest in reading this How Books Came to America: The Rise of the American



Book Trade (Penn State Series in the History of the Book) can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in book form make
them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book style for your better life along with knowledge.
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