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Soccer is the world's favorite pastime, a passion for billions around the globe. In the United States, however,
the sport is a distant also-ran behind football, baseball, basketball, and hockey. Why is America an
exception? And why, despite America's leading role in popular culture, does most of the world ignore
American sports in return? Offside is the first book to explain these peculiarities, taking us on a thoughtful
and engaging tour of America's sports culture and connecting it with other fundamental American
exceptionalisms. In so doing, it offers a comparative analysis of sports cultures in the industrial societies of
North America and Europe.

The authors argue that when sports culture developed in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries,
nativism and nationalism were shaping a distinctly American self-image that clashed with the non-American
sport of soccer. Baseball and football crowded out the game. Then poor leadership, among other factors,
prevented soccer from competing with basketball and hockey as they grew. By the 1920s, the United States
was contentedly isolated from what was fast becoming an international obsession.

The book compares soccer's American history to that of the major sports that did catch on. It covers recent
developments, including the hoopla surrounding the 1994 soccer World Cup in America, the creation of yet
another professional soccer league, and American women's global preeminence in the sport. It concludes by
considering the impact of soccer's growing popularity as a recreation, and what the future of sports culture in
the country might say about U.S. exceptionalism in general.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

The e-book untitled Offside: Soccer and American Exceptionalism. is the book that recommended to you
you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that
article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Offside: Soccer and American Exceptionalism. from the publisher to
make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Micheal Taylor:

This Offside: Soccer and American Exceptionalism. is great reserve for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who else always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it data accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but tough core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Offside:
Soccer and American Exceptionalism. in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this
publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. active do you still
doubt that will?

Barbara Barnes:

This Offside: Soccer and American Exceptionalism. is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for
some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Offside: Soccer and American
Exceptionalism. can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this book is easy to
get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the
e-book application form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-
book is the answer. So there isn't any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better
life in addition to knowledge.

Amy Joshi:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Offside: Soccer and American Exceptionalism. can
give you a lot of friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than various other



make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Offside: Soccer and American Exceptionalism..
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