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THE RED BADGE OF COURAGE is a war novel by American author Stephen Crane (1871–1900). Taking
place during the American Civil War, the story is about a young private of the Union Army, Henry Fleming,
who flees from the field of battle. Overcome with shame, he longs for a wound, a "red badge of courage," to
counteract his cowardice. When his regiment once again faces the enemy, Henry acts as standard-bearer.

Although Crane was born after the war, and had not at the time experienced battle first-hand, the novel is
known for its realism. He began writing what would become his second novel in 1893, using various
contemporary and written accounts (such as those published previously by Century Magazine) as inspiration.
It is believed that he based the fictional battle on that of Chancellorsville; he may also have interviewed
veterans of the 124th New York Volunteer Infantry Regiment, commonly known as the Orange Blossoms.
Initially shortened and serialized in newspapers in December 1894, the novel was published in full in
October 1895. A longer version of the work, based on Crane's original manuscript, was published in 1982.

The novel is known for its distinctive style, which includes realistic battle sequences as well as the repeated
use of color imagery, and ironic tone. Separating itself from a traditional war narrative, Crane's story reflects
the inner experience of its protagonist (a soldier fleeing from combat) rather than the external world around
him. Also notable for its use of what Crane called a “psychological portrayal of fear”,[ the novel's allegorical
and symbolic qualities are often debated by critics. Several of the themes that the story explores are
maturation, heroism, cowardice, and the indifference of nature. The Red Badge of Courage garnered
widespread acclaim, what H. G. Wells called “an orgy of praise”, shortly after its publication, making Crane
an instant celebrity at the age of twenty-four. The novel and its author did have their initial detractors,
however, including author and veteran Ambrose Bierce. Adapted several times for the screen, the novel
became a bestseller. It has never been out of print and is now thought to be Crane's most important work and
a major American text.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Soto:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Red Badge of Courage (Wisehouse
Classics Edition) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Cameron Rodriquez:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled
The Red Badge of Courage (Wisehouse Classics Edition) your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each
word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get just before. The The Red Badge of Courage (Wisehouse Classics Edition) giving you a different
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era.
So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you
are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Patrick Duenas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The Red Badge of Courage (Wisehouse
Classics Edition) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might
be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism The Red
Badge of Courage (Wisehouse Classics Edition) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content.
This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.

Kim Phillips:

You can find this The Red Badge of Courage (Wisehouse Classics Edition) by go to the bookstore or Mall.
Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds
of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but also can you enjoy this book simply
by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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