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The Silk Road is as iconic in world history as the Colossus of Rhodes or the Suez Canal. But what was it,
exactly? It conjures up a hazy image of a caravan of camels laden with silk on a dusty desert track, reaching
from China to Rome. The reality was different--and far more interesting--as revealed in this new history.

In The Silk Road, Valerie Hansen describes the remarkable archeological finds that revolutionize our
understanding of these trade routes. For centuries, key records remained hidden--sometimes deliberately
buried by bureaucrats for safe keeping. But the sands of the Taklamakan Desert have revealed fascinating
material, sometimes preserved by illiterate locals who recycled official documents to make insoles for shoes
or garments for the dead. Hansen explores seven oases along the road, from Xi'an to Samarkand, where
merchants, envoys, pilgrims, and travelers mixed in cosmopolitan communities, tolerant of religions from
Buddhism to Zoroastrianism. There was no single, continuous road, but a chain of markets that traded
between east and west. China and the Roman Empire had very little direct trade. China's main partners were
the peoples of modern-day Iran, whose tombs in China reveal much about their Zoroastrian beliefs. Silk was
not the most important good on the road; paper, invented in China before Julius Caesar was born, had a
bigger impact in Europe, while metals, spices, and glass were just as important as silk. Perhaps most
significant of all was the road's transmission of ideas, technologies, and artistic motifs.

The Silk Road is a fascinating story of archeological discovery, cultural transmission, and the intricate chains
across Central Asia and China.
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From reader reviews:

Kathie Richmond:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or read a book called The Silk Road: A New
History? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time along
with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have
some other opinion?

Monte Lawson:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the book untitled The Silk Road: A New History can be great book to read. May be it may
be best activity to you.

Stacee Stern:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting The Silk Road: A New History
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick
The Silk Road: A New History become your own personal starter.

William Wood:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be The Silk Road: A New History why because the excellent
cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.
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