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Are human rights universal? Universalists and cultural relativists have long debated this question. In
INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS, Alison Dundes Renteln reconciles the two positions and argues that,
within the vast array of cultural practices and values, it is possible to create structural equivalents to rights in
all societies. She poses that empirical cross-cultural research can reveal universal human rights standards,
then demonstrates it through an analysis of the concept of measured retribution.

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS is a classic socio-legal study of the incompatibility and possible
reconciliation of competing views of cultural relativism and absolute fundamental human rights. It features
prodigious research and insight that has often been cited by academics and human rights lawyers and
activists over two decades. Originally published in the Sage Publications' Frontiers of Anthropology Series,
the book is now available in print and ebook formats from Quid Pro Books.

This republication adds a new preface by the author and a new foreword by Professor Tom Zwart of Utrecht
University. As Zwart notes, "The book caused quite a splash when it was first published, because its author
asked many important questions which had not been raised before. She challenged some of the normativist
assumptions which characterized the field.... All those involved in human rights research and practice owe a
debt of gratitude to Renteln for writing this pioneering book.... Fortunately, this wonderful book, through its
re-issue, will remain a very important reference text for decades to come, to be enjoyed by the next
generations of students of human rights."

The new ebook edition features proper digital formatting, active Contents, linked endnotes, and even
embedded pagination from the print editions for ready citation, referencing, and classroom assignment.
Updated UN organizational charts are included in a new appendix.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Deschamps:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled International Human Rights: Universalism Versus Relativism
(Classics of the Social Sciences). Try to the actual book International Human Rights: Universalism Versus
Relativism (Classics of the Social Sciences) as your pal. It means that it can to get your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Charlie Smith:

This International Human Rights: Universalism Versus Relativism (Classics of the Social Sciences) tend to
be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this International
Human Rights: Universalism Versus Relativism (Classics of the Social Sciences) can be one of many great
books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this
International Human Rights: Universalism Versus Relativism (Classics of the Social Sciences) giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Lupita Kirch:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This specific book International Human Rights: Universalism
Versus Relativism (Classics of the Social Sciences) was bright colored and of course has pictures on there.
As we know that book International Human Rights: Universalism Versus Relativism (Classics of the Social
Sciences) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend
to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you and try
to like reading that.

Kay Davidson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as looking at become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to



something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually
International Human Rights: Universalism Versus Relativism (Classics of the Social Sciences).
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