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In Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature, Paul Kelleher revises the
history of sexuality from the vantage point of the literary history of sentimentalism. Kelleher demonstrates
how eighteenth-century British philosophers, essayists, and novelists fundamentally reconceived the
relations among sentiment, sexuality, and moral virtue. It is his contention that sentimental discourse, both
philosophical and literary, posited heterosexual desire as the precondition of moral feeling and conduct. The
author further suggests that sentimental writers fashioned the ideal of conjugal love as an ideological antidote
to the theories of self-love and self-interest found in the works of Thomas Hobbes and Bernard Mandeville.
Heterosexual desire and its culmination in conjugal love, in other words, were represented as the privileged
means for an individual to transcend self-love and to develop a moral sensibility attuned to the thoughts and
feelings of others. At the same time, Kelleher suggests, other pleasures and desires—particularly those
rooted in same-sex eroticism—were increasingly depicted as antithetical to conjugal love and, thus, were
morally devalued and socially disenfranchised. Kelleher's argument unfolds through close readings of a
variety of texts, including Shaftesbury’s Characteristics of Men, Manners, Opinions, Times, Joseph Addison
and Richard Steele’s the Tatler and the Spectator, Eliza Haywood’s Love in Excess, Samuel Richardson’s
Pamela, and Henry Fielding’s Tom Jones. Although these texts embody diverse rhetorical strategies and
thematic concerns, he shows how they collectively reinforce an overarching sentimental ideology: on the one
hand, heterosexual desire and conjugal love become synonymous with sympathy, benevolence, and moral
goodness, while on the other hand, same-sex desire is pathologized as a selfish withdrawal from procreation,
domesticity, sociability, and ultimately, “humanity” itself.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Callahan:

In other case, little persons like to read book Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century
British Literature (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850). You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Making Love:
Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture,
1650-1850). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely
right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can open a book or
even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Bertha Wood:

Typically the book Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature
(Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) will bring that you the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very
suitable to you. The book Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature
(Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also
get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Thelma Davis:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need
more time to be study. Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature
(Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by
an individual who have those short time problems.

John Dame:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in
Eighteenth-Century British Literature (Transits: Literature, Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) or maybe others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel would like to
read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those
textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes
Making Love: Sentiment and Sexuality in Eighteenth-Century British Literature (Transits: Literature,



Thought & Culture, 1650-1850) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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