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During the High Middle Ages, members of the Anglo-Norman clergy not only routinely took wives but also
often prepared their own sons for ecclesiastical careers. As the Anglo-Norman Church began to impose
clerical celibacy on the priesthood, reform needed to be carefully negotiated, as it relied on the acceptance of
a new definition of masculinity for religious men, one not dependent on conventional male roles in society.
The Manly Priest tells the story of the imposition of clerical celibacy in a specific time and place and the
resulting social tension and conflict.

No longer able to tie manliness to marriage and procreation, priests were instructed to embrace virile
chastity, to become manly celibates who continually warred with the desires of the body. Reformers passed
legislation to eradicate clerical marriages and prevent clerical sons from inheriting their fathers' benefices. In
response, some married clerics authored tracts to uphold their customs of marriage and defend the right of a
priest's son to assume clerical office. This resistance eventually waned, as clerical celibacy became the
standard for the priesthood.

By the thirteenth century, ecclesiastical reformers had further tightened the standard of priestly masculinity
by barring other typically masculine behaviors and comportment: gambling, tavern-frequenting, scurrilous
speech, and brawling. Charting the progression of the new model of religious masculinity for the priesthood,
Jennifer Thibodeaux illustrates this radical alteration and concludes not only that clerical celibacy was a
hotly contested movement in high medieval England and Normandy, but that this movement created a new
model of manliness for the medieval clergy.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Hernandez:

Here thing why this specific The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and
Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series) are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining
a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and Normandy, 1066-1300 (The
Middle Ages Series) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there
but there is no e-book that similar with The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in
England and Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open
up your own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is probably can be happened
around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your technique home by train. In
case you are having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Manly Priest: Clerical
Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series) in e-
book can be your alternate.

Federico Crouch:

This The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and Normandy, 1066-1300
(The Middle Ages Series) is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who
all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data
accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
item hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy,
Masculinity, and Reform in England and Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series) in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
within ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr.
and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?

Marisa Carney:

Beside this specific The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and
Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh through the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy, Masculinity, and Reform in England and Normandy, 1066-1300 (The
Middle Ages Series) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you
seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up
here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find
this book and read it from currently!



Ok Lord:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Manly Priest: Clerical Celibacy,
Masculinity, and Reform in England and Normandy, 1066-1300 (The Middle Ages Series) can be the
respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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