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Historians have long maintained that the rise of the British empire brought an end to the great age of piracy,
turning the once violent Atlantic frontier into a locus of orderly commerce by 1730. In this book, Guy Chet
reassesses that view by documenting the persistence of piracy, smuggling, and other forms of illegal trade
throughout the eighteenth century despite ongoing governmental campaigns to stamp it out. The failure of
the Royal Navy to police oceanic trade reflected the state's limited authority and legitimacy at port, in the
courts, and in the hearts and minds of Anglo-American constituents.

Chet shows how the traditional focus on the growth of the modern state overlooked the extent to which old
attitudes and cultural practices continued to hold sway. Even as the British government extended its naval,
legal, and bureaucratic reach, in many parts of the Atlantic world illegal trade was not only tolerated but
encouraged. In part this was because Britain's constabulary command of the region remained more tenuous
than some have suggested, and in part because maritime insurance and wartime tax policies ensured that
piracy and smuggling remained profitable. When Atlantic piracy eventually waned in the early nineteenth
century, it had more to do with a reduction in its profitability at port than with forceful confrontation at sea.

Challenging traditional accounts that chronicle forces of civilization taming a wild Atlantic frontier, this
book is a valuable addition to a body of borderlands scholarship reevaluating the relationship between the
emerging modern state and its imperial frontiers.
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From reader reviews:

William Deck:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the book untitled The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of State
Authority, 1688-1856 can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Ora Barbour:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and
the Limits of State Authority, 1688-1856, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Mildred Bostwick:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
look likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of State
Authority, 1688-1856 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Ethel Orr:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This e-book The Ocean Is a Wilderness: Atlantic Piracy and the Limits of State
Authority, 1688-1856 was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how
big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently,
many ways to get book you wanted.
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