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The history of life on Earth is dominated by extinction events so numerous that over 99.9% of the species
ever to have existed are gone forever. If animals could talk, we would ask them to recall their own ancestries,
in particular the secrets as to how they avoided almost inevitable annihilation in the face of daily assaults by
predators, climactic cataclysms, deadly infections and innate diseases.

In Tears of the Cheetah, medical geneticist and conservationist Stephen J. O'Brien narrates fast-moving
science adventure stories that explore the mysteries of survival among the earth's most endangered and
beloved wildlife. Here we uncover the secret histories of exotic species such as Indonesian orangutans,
humpback whales, and the imperiled cheetah-the world's fastest animal which nonetheless cannot escape its
own genetic weaknesses.

Among these genetic detective stories we also discover how the Serengeti lions have lived with FIV (the
feline version of HIV), where giant pandas really come from, how bold genetic action pulled the Florida
panther from the edge of extinction, how the survivors of the medieval Black Death passed on a genetic gift
to their descendents, and how mapping the genome of the domestic cat solved a murder case in Canada.

With each riveting account of animal resilience and adaptation, a remarkable parallel in human medicine is
drawn, adding yet another rationale for species conservation-mining their genomes for cures to our own fatal
diseases. Tears of the Cheetah offers a fascinating glimpse of the insight gained when geneticists venutre
into the wild.
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From reader reviews:

April Little:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book called Tears of the Cheetah:
The Genetic Secrets of Our Animal Ancestors? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with
it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Jay Blanchard:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book Tears of the Cheetah: The Genetic Secrets of Our
Animal Ancestors seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Tears of the Cheetah: The Genetic Secrets of
Our Animal Ancestors is not only giving you far more new information but also being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship with all the
book Tears of the Cheetah: The Genetic Secrets of Our Animal Ancestors. You never sense lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Timothy Reed:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Tears of the Cheetah: The Genetic Secrets of Our Animal Ancestors book is
readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer
associated with Tears of the Cheetah: The Genetic Secrets of Our Animal Ancestors content conveys
objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now thinking Tears of the Cheetah: The Genetic
Secrets of Our Animal Ancestors is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Daniel Hanson:

The publication with title Tears of the Cheetah: The Genetic Secrets of Our Animal Ancestors contains a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you
throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.
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