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The Indian uprisings (1857–58) against British rule in India represent an iconic period within the history of
anti-colonial resistance. Numerous works have considered these historical events from British and Indian
perspectives, but none have yet questioned how they were viewed by Britain’s foremost colonial rival in
India, the French. The French Colonial Imagination examines how the potential for Britain to lose its most
lucrative colony at the hands its own colonial “subjects” allowed French writers to envisage a world freed
from British dominance. The uprisings offered the attractive possibility that France could undergo a colonial
revival in the wake of British defeat, thereby reversing the devastating losses inflicted upon France’s former
empire at the end of the Napoleonic Wars. Notable among these losses was Britain’s decision (in the Treaty
of 1814) to permanently reduce France’s presence in India to five small trading posts scattered around the
periphery of British territory. The extent to which to the French colonial imagination of the nineteenth
century was shaped by the memories of such defeats forms a primary concern of this monograph. This
investigation into French responses to the Indian uprisings reveals that French colonial discourse was
determined as much by its visions of the colonized “other,” as by the dominance of their British rivals.

Drawing from journalistic, historical, political, and fictional texts written during Louis Napoleon’s Second
Empire (1852–70) and in the early years of the Third Republic (1870–1944), The French Colonial
Imagination shows how the uprisings gave French writers the opportunity to speak out against the rapacity of
British colonialism and its treatment of colonized Indians, while simultaneously constructing a competing
colonial discourse that would justify further expansion in North Africa and South East Asia. Standing at a
crossroads between the “loss” of Ancien Régime’s empire and the Third Republic’s ideological investment in
overseas expansion, this understudied period of colonial history reveals the centrality of loss, fracture, and
political emasculation as core preoccupations haunting the French colonial discourse in its quest to regain
cultural and ideological ascendancy over its greatest political enemy.
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From reader reviews:

Phillip Permenter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The French Colonial Imagination: Writing the Indian Uprisings, 1857-
1858, from Second Empire to Third Republic (After the Empire: The Francophone World and Postcolonial
France). Try to make book The French Colonial Imagination: Writing the Indian Uprisings, 1857-1858, from
Second Empire to Third Republic (After the Empire: The Francophone World and Postcolonial France) as
your pal. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make
you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Rosa Flint:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This The French Colonial Imagination: Writing the Indian Uprisings,
1857-1858, from Second Empire to Third Republic (After the Empire: The Francophone World and
Postcolonial France) book is readable simply by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving possibly decrease the
knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer of The French Colonial Imagination: Writing the Indian
Uprisings, 1857-1858, from Second Empire to Third Republic (After the Empire: The Francophone World
and Postcolonial France) content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The
French Colonial Imagination: Writing the Indian Uprisings, 1857-1858, from Second Empire to Third
Republic (After the Empire: The Francophone World and Postcolonial France) is not loveable to be your top
listing reading book?

Karen Jude:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The French
Colonial Imagination: Writing the Indian Uprisings, 1857-1858, from Second Empire to Third Republic
(After the Empire: The Francophone World and Postcolonial France) is kind of book which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.



Matthew Brown:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be
option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that
you should read. If you want to try look for book, may be the publication untitled The French Colonial
Imagination: Writing the Indian Uprisings, 1857-1858, from Second Empire to Third Republic (After the
Empire: The Francophone World and Postcolonial France) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.
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